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Angleberger, Tom    The Strange Case of Origami Yoda 
 

Tommy and his 6th grade classmates try to decide if the origami finger puppet created and worn by 
off-beat Dwight really can tell the future.  The story continues in Darth Paper Strikes Back.  Fiction 

  

 

Applegate, Katherine     Home of the Brave 
 
Kek, an African refugee, is confronted by many strange things at the Minneapolis home of 
his aunt and cousin, as well as in his American 5th-grade classroom. He longs for his 
missing mother, but finds comfort in the company of a cow and her owner.  Fiction 

  

 

Ball, Johnny      Go Figure! A Totally Cool Book about Numbers 
 
Why do daisies always have a set number of petals? This and other mathematical patterns 
and puzzles will delight your brain!  Nonfiction 

   

 
 

 
 

Beasley, Cassie         Circus Mirandus 
 
When he realizes that his grandfather's stories of an enchanted circus are true, Micah Tuttle 
sets out to find the mysterious Circus Mirandus--and to use its magic to save his 
grandfather's life. Fiction 
 
 
Berk, Josh. Strike Three, You’re Dead 
 
Lenny Norbeck and his friends The Mikes set out to investigate the suspicious death of a 
young pitcher at a Phillies game. Fiction 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Black, Holly. Doll Bones 
 
Zach, Alice, and Poppy, friends from a Pennsylvania middle school who have long enjoyed 
acting out imaginary adventures with dolls and action figures, embark on a real-life quest to 
Ohio to bury a doll made from the ashes of a dead girl. Fiction 
 
 
Burg, Ann. Serafina’s Promise 
 
In a poor village in Haiti, Serafina works hard to help her family, but dreams of going to 
school and becoming a doctor--then the earthquake hits and Serafina must summon all her 
courage to find her father and still get medicine for her sick baby brother. Fiction 
 
Bosch, Pseudonymous      The Name of This Book is Secret 
 
Two 11-year-old misfits try to solve the mystery of a dead magician and stop the evil Dr. L 
and Ms. Mauvais, who are searching for the secret of immortality.  Fiction 
 
 
Bruchac, Joseph     Skeleton Man 
 
After her parents disappear Molly is turned over to the care of a stranger who claims to be 
her great-uncle. She relies on dreams about an old Mohawk story for her safety and maybe 
even for her life.  Fiction 
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Carman, Patrick     Skeleton Creek  
 
Ryan is housebound following an accident.  He is determined to investigate strange 
occurrences in Skeleton Creek.  He records his findings in a journal and views video clips 
emailed by fellow detective Sarah.  You can use the links and passwords in the story to 
view Sarah’s videos too.  Fiction 

  

 

Clements, Andrew      Extra Credit 
 
Abby, who lives on the Illinois prairie, and Amira and Sadeed, who live in the mountains of 
Afghanistan, communicate across physical, cultural and religious divides through the letters 
they write.  Fiction 
 

  

 

Coville, Bruce. Always October 
 
Jake loves his adopted baby brother, even though he is a monster, the kind with fangs and 
fur. When Jake discovers that the arrival of his new sibling is connected to the 
disappearance of his father and grandfather, he faces the dangers of the enchanted world 
known as “Always October.” Fiction 
 

 

Curtis, Christopher Paul     The Watsons Go to Birmingham – 1963 
 
Kenny lives through the ups and downs of family life in Flint, Michigan.  An exciting trip to 
his grandmother’s home in Alabama takes a serious turn when her church is blown up.  
Fiction 

  

 

Decristofano, Carolyn  Cinami     A Black Hole is Not a Hole 
 
Calling all aspiring astronomers:  learn what black holes are, what causes them, how 
scientists discovered them and more in this informative book illustrated with space 
paintings, telescopic images, and funny doodles.    Nonfiction 
 

 

 
 

 
Dennis, Brian     Nubs : The True Story of a Mutt, a Marine, & a Miracle 
 
Nubs, a wild dog who befriends Marine Major Brian Dennis in Iraq, is separated from Dennis 
and treks 70 miles through the desert to find his friend.  Nonfiction 
 
 

 

Downer, Ann. Wild Animal Neighbors 
 
Looks at wild animals that make their homes in urban areas, how they survive there, and 
how humans and animals can safely live side by side. Nonfiction 
 

  

 

Draper, Sharon M.     Out of My Mind 
 
Considered by many to be mentally challenged because she cannot talk, Melody, a brilliant, 
frustrated 5th-grader with cerebral palsy, discovers a device that will allow her to speak and 
show her ability. Fiction 

  

 

Gaiman, Neil     Coraline  
 
Coraline ventures through a mysterious door into a world that is similar, yet disturbingly 
different from her own.  She is forced to challenge a gruesome entity to save herself, her 
parents, and the souls of three others.  Fiction 
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Gaiman, Neil     Fortunately the Milk 

Find out just how odd things get in this hilarious New York Times bestselling story of time 
travel and breakfast cereal, expertly told by Newbery Medalist and bestselling author Neil 
Gaiman and illustrated by Skottie Young. Fiction 
 

  

 

Gibbs, Stuart  Belly Up 
 
Teddy becomes an investigator when Henry the hippopotamus, a popular Texas zoo 
attraction, is murdered.  Fiction 
 

 
 

 

Gibbs, Stuart      Spy School  
 
Twelve-year-old Ben Ripley leaves his public middle school to attend the CIA's highly 
secretive Espionage Academy, which everyone is told is an elite science school. Fiction 
 
 
Grimes, Nikki.         Garvey’s Choice 
 
Preferring science and reading to the sports his father wants him to play, Garvey comforts 
himself with food and endures bullying before joining the school chorus, where he learns 
how to accept himself and bond with his father. Fiction 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Horowitz, Anthony      Stormbreaker 
 
After the death of the uncle who had been his guardian, 14-year-old Alex Rider is coerced to 
continue his uncle's dangerous work for Britain's intelligence agency, MI6.  Fiction 
 
 
 
Hunter, Erin      Into the Wild 
 
Rusty, a bored house kitten, is apprenticed by the ThunderClan and must struggle to fit in 
when the group of feral cats is threatened by the enemy ShadowClan.  Fiction 
 
Klise, Kate    Grounded 
 
Daralyn’s life changes in many ways after the tragic loss of her father, brother, and sister in 
a plane crash.  Her mother becomes embittered, her grandmother becomes senile, and her 
flamboyant aunt takes up with the owner of the town’s new crematorium.   Fiction 
 
Kowitt, Holly    The Loser List 
 
Danny ends up in detention when he gets caught trying to cross his name off the "Geek" list 
in the girls' bathroom. Bullies torment him until they discover that Danny can draw.  He 
enjoys his new "bad boy" status until he's unwittingly involved in a theft.   Fiction 
 

 

Leonard, Julia Platt     Cold Case 
 
Oz Keillor finds a dead body in his family's Santa Fe, New Mexico, restaurant.  He is 
determined to solve the mystery to show that his brother is not involved. The case also 
involves his deceased father, who was accused of being a spy.   Fiction 
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Levine, Gail Carson       Dave at Night 
 
When orphaned Dave is sent to the Hebrew Home for Boys where he is treated cruelly, he 
sneaks out at night and is welcomed into the music- and culture-filled world of the Harlem 
Renaissance. Fiction 
 
Lin, Grace   Where the Mountain Meets the Moon 
 
Minli, an adventurous girl from a poor village, buys a magical goldfish. She joins a dragon 
who cannot fly on a quest to find the Old Man of the Moon. They hope to bring life to 
Fruitless Mountain and freshness to Jade River.  Fiction 
 
Lupica, Mike     Travel Team 
 
Danny is cut from his travel basketball team--the same team that his father once led to 
national prominence.  So 12-year-old Danny Walker forms his own team of cast-offs that 
might have a shot at victory.  Fiction 
 
 
Martin Ann M. Rain, Reign 
 
Rose’s  Asperger’s makes it difficult for her to cope with everyday life.  Following her 
routines and loving her dog helps. When her dog goes missing during a storm, she is forced 
to confront the limits of her comfort levels, even if it means leaving her routines in order to 
search for her pet. Fiction 
 
Mass, Wendy     11 Birthdays 
 
After celebrating 9 birthdays together, Amanda and Leo have a falling-out on their 10th . So 
they each prepare to celebrate their 11th birthday separately.  Peculiar things begin to 
happen as their birthday begins to repeat itself over and over.  Fiction 

  

 
 

 
 

Mull, Brandon. Candy Shop War 
 
When fifth-graders Nate, Summer, Trevor, and Pigeon meet the owner of the new candy 
store in town and are given a magical candy that endows them with super powers, they find 
that along with its benefits there are also dangerous consequences. Fiction 
 
 
Myracle, Lauren    Luv Ya Bunches 
 
Katie-Rose, Yasaman, Milla, and Violet are all fab girls with nothing in common. They sure 
aren’t friends, and, if evil queen bee Medusa (’scuse me, Modessa) has her way, they never 
will be.  But it’s the beginning of a new school year and anything can happen.   Fiction 

 
 

 

Patterson, James     I, Funny 
 
Wheelchair-bound middle schooler Jamie Grimm is determined to become the world’s 
greatest stand-up comedian.  He starts by entering a local comedy contest.  Can he rise 
above the challenges he faces and the bullying of his mean cousin?   Fiction 
 
 
Pearsall, Shelley     Trouble Don’t Last 
 
Local author Pearsall writes about Samuel, an 11-year-old Kentucky slave, and Harrison, 
the elderly slave who helped raise him, as they attempt to escape to Canada via the 
Underground Railroad.  Fiction 
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Riordan, Rick     The Lightning Thief 
 
Percy learns that his father is the Greek god Poseidon.  At Camp Half Blood Percy is 
befriended by a satyr and the daughter of Athena.  They go to the Underworld to retrieve 
Zeus's lightning bolt and prevent a catastrophic war.   Fiction 
 

 

 
 

 
Robinson, Sharon     Slam Dunk 
 

At Harlem's Langston Hughes Middle School, Elijah "Jumper" Breeze and his friends compete against 
Nia and her girlfriends on the basketball court, in a video dance tournament, and for a Student 
Council seat. Meanwhile, several of the students face issues with their fathers.  Fiction 

 

Ross, Stewart     Into the Unknown : How Great Explorers found their Way by Land, 
Sea, and Air  
 
Witness great courage and riveting adventure in 14 amazing, historic journeys – from 
Pytheas the Greek sailing to the Arctic Circle to Columbus’ voyage in 1492, to Hillary’s 
summit of Mt. Everest, to Armstrong and Aldrin landing on the moon in 1969.   Nonfiction 

  

 

Springstubb, Tricia      What Happened on Fox Street 
 
Fox Street means everything to Mo Wren.  She is very upset when a land developer offers 
to buy her father's house, since she has not yet found the fox she is sure lives in the nearby 
ravine.  In the sequel, Mo Wren, Lost and Found, a tragedy forces Mo to leave her beloved 
neighborhood.  Fiction 
 

 
 

 

Stead, Rebecca         Liar and Spy 
 
Seventh-grader Georges adjusts to moving from a house to an apartment, his father's 
efforts to start a new business, his mother's extra shifts as a nurse, being picked on at 
school, and Safer, a boy who wants his help spying on another resident of their building. 
Fiction 
 
Sutherland, Tui. The Dragonet Prophecy.  
 
Five young dragons have grown up confined to a cave under a mountain for their own 
protection. A prophecy claims they will save their world, but first, they have to save 
themselves. Fiction 
 

 
 

 

Tashjian, Janet     My Life as a Stuntboy 
 
Derek Fallon has the opportunity of a lifetime--to perform stunts in a movie featuring a 
popular 12-year-old star. Complications arise that involve his best friend, a capuchin 
monkey, and Derek's inability to concentrate on schoolwork.  Fiction   
 
 Telgemeier, Raina      Ghosts 
 
Catrina and her family have moved to the coast of Northern California for the sake of her 
little sister, Maya, who has cystic fibrosis--and Cat is even less happy about the move when 
she is told that her new town is inhabited by ghosts, and Maya sets her heart on meeting 
one.  Graphic Fiction 
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The mission of the Shaker City Schools Library Media Program is to ensure that all students and 
staff are effective users of information and ideas. 
 
Strong reading skills are the key to student achievement and lifelong learning.  This reading list is intended 
as an aid in choosing books to provide rich reading experiences for students.   
 
Professional school librarians work with their students—your children— to build strong skills in locating, 
accessing and analyzing information.  This begins with the retelling of stories in the earliest grades, through 
the teaching of sophisticated web evaluation strategies for older students.  These critical thinking skills will 
serve students well throughout their school career and beyond.   

 
Our libraries also provide online resources for students and families to use, accessible from any Internet connection.  You can 
find them on http://www.shaker.org/library.aspx, or by going to your school building and clicking the library link there. Use the 
“Information /Databases” link to see the online materials we have for school and home use.  You can get the access codes 
needed from your school library staff.  
 
We encourage you to use the Shaker Heights Public Library to bring a multitude of good books and reading experiences to your 
children.  They can suggest other great books for you to enjoy, as well as provide events like story hours and their summer 
reading program. Their kids’ page can be found at http://shakerlibrary.org/kids/.  
 
 
 

 

Reading Links 
 

 
If you are looking for more information about good reading for your child, you can also check the following websites. 
 
Bookhive has reading ideas, games, special events and online activities, provided by the Charlotte Mecklenburg (NC) Public 
Library:   http://www.cmlibrary.org/bookhive/ 
 
Boston Public Library has loads of links to booklists by grade levels and by topic: http://www.bpl.org/kids/ 

 
For more information about the Shaker Heights Schools Library Media Program, call (216) 295-4181. 
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